CUBA DIVING

Gardens of the Queen: A Dive into Conservation
MARCH 6-14, 2026




Embark on a diving adventure like no other

in Jardines de la Reina — Cuba’s remote and protected
coral reef system. Located 60 miles off the southern coast,
this remarkable seascape offers a rare chance to explore

a marine ecosystem shaped by decades of conservation.
Dive, snorkel and explore with Shedd Aquarium’s Coral
Research Biologist Ross Cunning, Ph.D. as we examine how
these reefs are responding to a changing climate and what
they can teach us about coral resilience, recovery and the
future of our ocean.

ROSS CUNNING, PH.D.

Join me on a once-in-a-lifetime
diving adventure in Cuba’s
remote coral reef ecosystem,
Jardines de la Reina, also known
as “The Gardens of the Queen.”

Together, we'll embark on this diving adventure like no other.
We will engage with marine conservation efforts while
experiencing one of the Caribbean’s most biodiverse
marine ecosystems — 60 miles off Cuba’s southern coast.

Having spent most of my career studying coral reefs, I'm
incredibly excited to share a glimpse beneath the surface
in Cuba. Jardines de la Reina offers a unique opportunity
to experience Caribbean coral reefs in an environment
largely protected from coastal development and local
stressors through decades of intentional conservation
efforts. This area also hosts one of the Caribbean’s largest
and most intact mangrove ecosystems, providing critical
habitat for diverse marine life.

However, these reefs are not immune to the impacts of
warming oceans. Exploring them together will enhance
our understanding of coral resilience and deepen our
shared connection to these essential ecosystems. | look
forward to diving alongside you, sharing insights from my
research, and hearing your perspectives and experiences.

Let’s explore this extraordinary seascape together.

Dr. Ross Cunning

ITINERARY SUMMARY

Independent Arrivals in Camagtiey, Cuba; 1 Night
Aboard Jardines Avalon IV, 7 nights

Transfer to Camagley for Departure

or Transfer to Havana for 3-night Extension




DAY-BY-DAY ITINERARY

DAY 1 ARRIVAL IN CAMAGUEY, CUBA

Friday, March 6, 2026

Independent arrivals to Camagliey. Upon clearing immigration and
customs, your local Cuban Host will meet you at the airport exit.

Please Note: There is one flight per day from Miami to Camagtiey on
American Airlines.

Welcome to central Cuba and the captivating city of Camagtey,
one of Cuba’s seven original Spanish settlements. Renowned as a
hub for cattle breeding and sugar industry from the 18th to 20th
centuries, Camagtiey boasts a vibrant arts community thriving
within this cultural haven.

We’ll maximize our short stay by engaging with and directly
supporting individual Cubans and independently owned local
businesses.

Check in at our accommodations at 3:00PM. After freshening
up, we'll explore the UNESCO World Heritage Site — Camagtiey’s
winding colonial streets and main squares — by pedicab, providing an
intimate introduction to the city’s streets and residents. Afterward,
we'll visit local galleries and meet talented local artisans.

We’ll enjoy a Welcome Dinner of local farm-to-table seasonal
cuisine. Meals: L, D

DAY 2 CAMAGUEY — PORT JUCARO

Saturday, March 7

Enjoy a hearty breakfast before your three-hour transfer to
Port Jucaro to embark the ship.

Upon boarding the mother ship, we’ll begin navigating to Jardines
de la Reina - Gardens of the Queen (4-5 hours) either this
afternoon or early tomorrow morning. We'll have a light snack
onboard, complete the Welcome & Safety briefing, review the
week’s schedule, and settle into our cabins.

The daily diving schedule of 4 dives per day will be designed
around the group’s interests, based on the diving instructor’s
recommendations. We'll enjoy our first dinner aboard and get
a good night’s rest.

DAYS 3-7 DIVING IN JARDINES DE LA REINA
Sunday-Thursday, March 8-12
Our daily schedule begins with a wake-up call and breakfast.

By 8 AM, our instructors are ready for diving. Four dives per
day are included.

Throughout each day, our experienced instructors will provide
detailed briefings explaining dive specifics, from anticipated
marine life to appropriate behavior while diving with sharks.
We'll learn about each site’s highlights and the special
characteristics of its marine life.



Using high-speed diving boats, we’ll explore different sites
each day, experiencing mangrove channels, virgin beaches,
birds and diverse flora and fauna, always accompanied by our
diving instructors.

After the first dive, we’ll have a surface interval at one of the
beautiful beaches before our second dive. At mid-day, boats
return to the mother yacht for lunch.

We’ll plan afternoon dives or choose excursions through the
lagoon and mangrove channels.

Each day, we'll fulfill our marine conservation and humanitarian
license requirements by logging fish surveys and reviewing
findings with our resident marine biologist and guides, sharing
photos and video footage of unique species, and participating in
educational conservation lectures.

Dinner is served family style at 8 PM. Afterward, we’ll decide
whether to do a night dive or gather in the ship’s bar to review
dive videos and plan tomorrow’s dives with our instructors.

Meals Included: B, L, D

DAY 8 PORTJUCARO

Friday, March 13

This morning, we have our final two dives, allowing 24 hours
prior to flying.

We’ll navigate back to Port Jucaro for our final night aboard the
mother yacht. Meals Included: B, L, D

DAY 9 DEPARTURE

Saturday, March 14

5:00AM Disembark the ship and transfer to Camagtiey International
Airport for your return flight to Miami. Check-in begins three
hours prior to flight departure.

Or, depart to Havana for the three-night Havana Extension.
Meals Included: B



Jardines de la Reina is a protected marine reserve
in the Caribbean Sea off Cuba’s southern coast.
Renowned for its stunning natural beauty,
biodiversity, and abundant marine life, it hosts
sharks, sea turtles, barracudas, and numerous
colorful fish species. The reserve is home to
American crocodiles and features some of the
Caribbean’s healthiest coral reefs, providing
habitat for hundreds of fish and invertebrate
species. The area has been strictly regulated as
a marine reserve since the 1990s to minimize
ecosystem impact.

THE DIVE EXPERIENCE

« The dive schedule is semi-customizable based on
group dynamics and consensus.

« Snorkelers are welcome aboard! A dedicated snorkeling
guide is assigned to snorkelers; 1:6.

« The Jardines Avalon IV anchors in a sheltered mangrove
channel that provides exceptionally stable accom-
modations for guests. This strategic central location
offers convenient access to all our current dive sites
via scenic skiff journeys through the mangroves.

All diving is done from a tender/dive skiff.

Maximum 12 divers per skiff (and dive site). One dive
guide assigned for every 6 divers.

Typical dives range from 40-75 feet and last 45-60
minutes depending on the dive group.

Water temperature: Dec-Apr: 77-79°F;
May-Nov: 80-85°F.

80 cu. ft. tanks and weights provided. Limited 100 cu. ft.
tanks available upon request.

Rebreathers are NOT currently supported in Jardines
de la Reina.

Repair tools and service parts are very limited. Bring
your own “save a dive kit” for minor fixes.

Both Yoke and Din tanks available, but yoke is preferred
due to the onboard filling system. Regulator adapters
available if needed.




BOAT FEATURES

Boarding: Saturday 1pm-2pm
Disembark: Saturday Sam-8am
Maximum Passengers: 40
Large AC lounge

Expansive open-air areas with sun
deck

Top open-air bar

Restaurant and kitchen
Spacious dive deck and camera
tables

Professional crew

Laundry Service

Daily housekeeping

Audio & video entertainment
TV & Aircon in cabins

Indoor Saloon

Warm Water Showers

USB ports in bar, restaurant,
rooms

FOOD & DRINKS

Western and local cuisine
Vegetarian Options

Beer available

Selection of wines
Cuisine

All-day Snacks

DIVING

DIN Adaptors
Nitrox available
Rinse hosts
Dive deck
Diving tenders




Jardines Avalon |V

SHIP AMENITIES AND EXPECTATIONS

The 190-foot Jardines Avalon IV is a First-class motor yacht with 20
cabins accommodating up to 40 passengers. The vessel features 12
Deluxe Staterooms, 4 Demi-Suites, and 4 Sun Deck Suites, all with
private bathrooms, air-conditioning with individual thermostats, and
full windows. The yacht is built and maintained to SOLAS shipping
standards, is diesel-powered, cruises at 10 knots, and has 110-volt
power onboard.

Jardines Avalon |V features a spacious air-conditioned salon and
dining area, expansive sun deck with lounge and deck chairs, bar,
restaurant, well-equipped kitchen, indoor saloon, and complete
facilities for divers.

« No WiFi or cell service in Jardines de la Reina (60 miles
offshore)

+ Standard US 110v and 220v outlets in cabins and communal
charging areas

« Unattended charging not permitted in cabins; devices must
be charged in the communal lounge area (safety procedures
reviewed during program briefing)

« Complimentary laundry service available (crew gratuity
requested if utilized)

« Shampoo, body soap, hairdryers and linens provided in each
cabin bathroom (no irons)

+ Filtered water, coffee, tea and local juices available
onboard

TRIP PRICE

Category 4: Upper Deck Deluxe Stateroom
$8,325 per person, double occupancy

Category 3: Main Deck Deluxe Stateroom

$11,559 single rate

Category 2: Main/Upper Deck Demi-Suite
$8,675 per person, double occupancy

Category 1: Sun Deck Suite
$8,915 per person, double occupancy

TO REGISTER ONLINE

Conservancytravel.org/
SHEDD_MAR26_CDiving

Deposit: $3,500
Final Payment Due Date: November 6, 2025

INCLUSIONS: (CONSERVANCY TRAVEL EXCLUSIVE INCLUSIONS)

SNSSSSS S

1 Night accommodations and activities in Camagiiey, as described
Gratuities for Camaguey land services (local guide, driver, meals,
housekeeping, porterage, live music)

Expert private Cuban guide and vehicle as per itinerary in Camagiiey
Meals as noted in the itinerary (1B, 1D) in Camagiiey

Private Transportation round-trip Camagiiey-Port Jucaro-Camagiiey
Airport

7 nights’ accommodation aboard dive ship

Tanks and weights

4 dives per day (22 total: 20 dives plus 2 night dives)

Dedicated Snorkeling guide 1:6 (max 12 guests)

Port taxes and Conservation fees

All meals, snacks, filtered water, coffee and juice aboard ship

Daily allotment of 6 ‘specialty’ beverages per person (Cuban soda,
local beer, wine, and 1 rum mixed drink per day). You may bring your
own additional beverages aboard.

Cuban tourist e-Visa: processed by Conservancy Travel

Detailed pre-departure information, packing list, insider information
for travel to Cuba

EXCLUSIONS:

Air transportation USA — Cuba; airline baggage fees

Meals not mentioned as included

Optional activities not stated as included

Equipment Rental aboard dive ship

Personal expenses

Gratuity for ship’s crew and dive team: $350-450 USD per person
recommended

Supplemental Cuban Medical Insurance: $100 per person (Mandatory
Cuban medical insurance is included with airfare to Cuba)

DAN Diving Insurance (required)

OPTIONAL DIVE EQUIPMENT RENTAL:

Full equipment rental: $290 pp./week
Full set includes: Mask/Snorkel/ Fins/ Boots/ BC/ Reg/ Computer;
Nitrox: $120 per person

NOTE: Must be reserved in your online trip account, prior to final
payment deadline.

Please Note: Credit cards are not accepted in Cuba and Americans do not
have access to funds once you have departed from Miami airport. Please
bring ALL cash needed for purchases and gratuities for the duration of your
trip. USD is the preferred currency for tips in Cuba. Detailed information for
budget planning is included in your pre-departure booklet.



HAVANA

Three-Night Extension to Dive Trip
MARCH 14-17, 2026




THREE-NIGHT HAVANA
EXTENSION TO DIVE TRIP

Immerse in Havana’s vibrant rhythms, colors and flavors.
Engage in meaningful exchanges with Cubans as you
discover Cuba’s capital city. Cruise along the Havana
Malecon in a classic convertible.

DAY1 TRANSFER TO HAVANA Saturday, March 14,2026
After breakfast and disembarking the ship, we’ll meet our
Havana-based Cuban Guide and private motorcoach for our
journey to Havana.

During our full-day drive, we’ll stop in the beautiful town of
Sancti Spiritus, one of Cuba’s oldest cities that celebrated its
500-year anniversary in 2014. We'll stretch our legs with a walk
around the main square, Parque Serafin Sanchez, an exemplary
Colonial Spanish-style square surrounded by well-preserved
historic buildings. Continue to Santa Clara for a late lunch in a
paladar.

Continue to Havana, arriving in evening. Due to the late arrival,
dinner is not included this evening. There are options for a light
bite in and around the hotel.

If you have energy for a late night, consider an optional Live
Music Pub Crawl. The action starts after 10 p.m. and continues
until 2-3 a.m. Your guide will recommend venues. Cover charges,
refreshments and tips for musicians are at your own expense.

HAVANA ONLY NON-DIVERS: If you are joining your companion in
Havana today, please schedule your flight to Jose Marti International
Airport, Havana, to arrive any time today. You will be met at the
exit of the Customs and Baggage Claim area, and transferred to
the hotel for check in, which is available from 5:00 p.m.

Grand Aston Havana Meals (divers only): B,L

DAY 2 HAVANA Sunday, March 15
After breakfast, we'll begin exploring Havana and meeting
Habaneros - the people of Havana.

Heading toward Old Havana, we’ll drive along the Malecon
(Havana’s coastal thoroughfare), passing the American Embassy in
Vedado, then continuing along La Rampa, past Havana University,
the Capitolio, Grand Theater, and Central Park along Paseo
Prado - the wide avenue separating Old Havana from Centro
Havana - and into Habana Viejo (Old Havana). Here, we’ll
leave our motorcoach to explore the winding quarters and tiny
streets on foot.

With our guide, we'll discover Old Havana’s four main plazas

and meet self-employed entrepreneurs. Beginning at Plaza de

la Catedral with its traditional Baroque Cathedral de la Habana
and surrounding entrepreneur-owned boutiques. In the plaza,
locals in traditional costumes earn their living posing for photos.

Interact with small business owners along Calle Obispo, sup-
porting cuentapropistas selling handmade crafts, books and art
while learning about Cuba’s dual-sector economy. Continue to
Plaza de Armas, Havana’s oldest square and founding site, to
learn about its rich heritage. Next is Plaza Vieja, laid out in 1559,
Havana’s most architecturally eclectic square where Cuban
Baroque meets Gaudi-inspired art nouveau. Our walk concludes
at Plaza de San Francisco facing Havana harbor, which gained
importance in the 16th century as a stopping point for Spanish
galleons. The plaza is anchored by Basilica San Francisco de Asis
and Cuba’s first “Wall Street.” Lunch at one of Old Havana’s
many paladars.

In the afternoon, visit the Cuban National Aquarium and learn
how it educates Cubans on the island’s marine environment and
conservation efforts. Dinner in a paladar. Grand Aston Havana
Meals: B,L,D



DAY3 HAVANA Monday, March 16

We begin at the Antonio Ninez Jiménez Foundation for
Nature and Humanity (FANJ), a Cuban cultural and scientific
non-governmental institution dedicated to environmental
protection research and projects as they relate to culture
and society, focusing on stakeholder engagement, poverty
reduction and land restoration.

Discover Jose Fuster’s Fusterlandia. Dubbed the “Picasso of the
Caribbean,” this local artist transformed an entire neighborhood
through thirty years of continuous work, decorating homes
with ornate art. Learn how 80 homes in this neighborhood
now form an incredible artistic creation born from one man’s
vision to enhance an impoverished area. Many neighbors have
established businesses in front of their homes, offering oppor-
tunities for one-on-one engagement and to support individual
Cubans selling their wares.

Next, we head east to Cojimar, the seaside town that inspired
Ernest Hemingway’s “The Old Man and The Sea.” Stroll the
waterfront, then have lunch in a local paladar. Visit Hemingway’s
former home, Finca Vigia, in San Francisco de Paula. As we look
through the windows into the house, our private interpreter
will provide insights into the writer’s life in Cuba through
memorabilia and stories.

Returning to Havana, stop at Almacenes de San Jose Artisan,
a market in a reclaimed 1800s warehouse along the harbor.
Home to self-employed vendors and artisans, this market
offers every type of Cuban handicraft from paintings and
sculptures to clothing.

As a grand finale, cruise Havana in classic American convertibles
from the 1950s. The drivers share stories about acquiring and
maintaining these marvelously preserved automobiles as we
drive through Centro Havana, along the Malecon and toward
Revolution Square. Our farewell dinner will be at a special
paladar this evening. Grand Aston Havana Meals: B,L,D

DAY 4 DEPARTURE Tuesday, March 17

After breakfast, transfer to the airport for your return flight.
Your Cuban Guide will confirm transfer time, scheduled
approximately three hours prior to flight departure. We
recommend choosing a morning flight. Please allow a minimum
of 3 hours transit time in Miami Airport, prior to onward
domestic connections. Meals Included: B

Please Note: This itinerary is preliminary and may be adjusted
according to conditions on the day of operation.

Please Note: Credit cards are not accepted in Cuba and Americans
do not have access to funds once you have departed from Miami
airport. Please bring ALL cash needed for purchases and gratuities
for the duration of your trip. USD is the preferred currency for
tips in Cuba. Detailed information for budget planning is included
in your pre-departure booklet.

EXTENSION PRICE

$1,899 per person, double rate
$2,330 single rate

HAVANA ONLY

For non-diving partners joining their
spouse/companion only in Havana

$1,999 per person, double rate

Deposit: $600
Final Payment Due: November 6, 2025

INCLUSIONS:

/ Accommodations and activities as described

/ Expert private Cuban guide and vehicle per itinerary

v/ Certification of participation in a pre-planned Support for the Cuban
People travel program under U.S. Department of the Treasury general
license

/ Meals as noted (B,L,D)

/2 drinks per included lunch and dinner (local beer, bottled water, soft

drinks, house wine if offered)

Bottled water during guided excursions

Gratuities for included meals and luggage handling

Cuban tourist e-Visa: processed by Conservancy Travel

ANRNIN

EXCLUSIONS:

Air transportation USA — Cuba; airline baggage fees

Passport fees

Meals not mentioned as included

Optional activities not stated as included

Coffee with included meals (unless offered), cocktails other than welcome
drinks, live music venue entrance fees (unless specifically noted as
included)

Tips for hotel housekeeping and live music during meals

Personal expenses

Gratuities for Cuban Guide/Driver: US $20 per day/$10 per day per guest
recommended

What to Expect on the Havana Extension On this
Havana extension to your dive adventure, you can expect
walking and standing for up to 2 hours at a time, covering

up to 2 miles unassisted during half-day excursions, with
4-6 hours of daily physical activities and multiple
motorcoach embarkations/disembarkations. Walking visits
involve uneven cobblestone streets in historic areas, often
with extended sun exposure in a tropical climate. Some
activities and meals take place in historic buildings without
elevators, requiring 2-4 flights of stairs. While hotels and
private vehicles are air-conditioned, most public places are
not. Transportation is by private motorcoach without toilet
facilities, with drives between cities travelling occasionally
on poorly maintained roads. Rest stops occur every 1.5-2
hours on longer drives. Accommodations represent the
best available options permitted under US Department

of Treasury OFAC restrictions. Flexibility is essential, as
itineraries may change based on daily conditions, with your
expert Cuban guide managing any necessary adjustments.

We trust that Cuba’s beauty and the warmth of its people
will compensate for any service limitations. Cuba is truly
unlike any other destination. You will return home transformed
by your journey.



ITINERARY QUICK VIEW - KEY DATES

March 6, 2025: Fly to Camagliey, Cuba; 1 Night

NOTE: There is one flight per day, Miami to Camaguey, on American
Airlines

March 7: Drive to Port Jucaro, board Jardines Avalon IV, 7 nights
March 14: Transfer to Camagtey Airport. End of Main Tour.
NOTE: There is one flight per day, Camaguey to Miami, on American
Airlines

Or Transfer to Havana for 3-night Havana Extension

March 17: Havana extension ends.

Step One: Register online at
Conservancytravel.org/SHEDD_MAR26_CDiving

Complete your registration in the online booking portal, including
your choice of Cabin Category, and if you would like to extend your
trip, register for the Optional 3- Night Havana Extension.

Pay your main trip deposit, and if selected, the Havana Extension
deposit.

Methods of Payment
- The deposit payment is made by credit card.

- At the time of registration, you may choose to set an automatic
payment by credit card on the full payment due date.

- You may choose to make final payment by credit card by returning
to the My Account feature of your trip registration, if you set up a
username and password when you paid your Trip Deposit.

- You may choose to make your final payment by check.

For all payments by check, be sure to write your Trip Name and
Departure Date on the check memo.

Payments by check must be received at least two weeks prior to any
payment deadline.

Please mail your check to
Conservancy Travel

103 Brookwood Drive
Troy, Alabama 36081

Once you submit your payment and registration, you will receive

a detailed Trip Confirmation email, with next steps, Tour Start and
End information for booking your air, and a confirmation of your
purchase. Please check your spam folder if you do not find this email
in your Inbox immediately upon submitting your registration.

Step Two:

Be sure to complete the Shedd Aquarium Travel Waiver via the link
at Conservancytravel.org/SHEDD_MAR26_CDiving

Email a scan or clear photo of your passport page to passport(@
conservancytravel.org

Step Three:

AIR INFORMATION

For assistance with air travel arrangements, please contact our Travel
Desk partner, CTS. You'll need your Conservancy Travel trip name,
destination, start and end dates, and class of service preference. If
you are planning to use frequent flyer miles, please book your air
directly with the airline.

Travel Desk Contact:

Sohail Khan, General Manager, CTS / Mondee
Email: sohail.khan@mondee.com

Cell: 305-505-9600

Your Trip Name: Cuba Diving with Shedd Aquarium

The main trip starts: Friday, March 6, 2026. Please note that there

is one flight per day from Miami, to Camaguey, on American Airlines.
Schedule changes are common with all airlines, please allow plenty
of time between flight connections.

Optional Before Tour Night in Camaguey

If, due to flight availability, or connection times, you need to sched-
ule your flight from Miami to Camaguey on March 5, 2026, email
contact(@conservancytravel.org or return to your online registra-
tion “My Account” to add the Before Tour Night In Camaguey which
includes, arrival transfer, an additional night accommodation, and
breakfast.

The Main Trip ends: Saturday, March 14, 2026. Please note that
there is one flight per day from Miami, to Camaguey, on American
Airlines. The transfer from the dive ship to Camaguey Airport is
scheduled to arrive at the airport at check-in time.

The Havana Extension ends: on Tuesday, March 17. We recommend
choosing a morning flight from Havana. Please allow a minimum

of 3 hours transit time in Miami Airport, prior to onward domestic
connections.

Please register for the post-tour Havana Extension, prior to making
air arrangements. Once you have made your air arrangements, be
sure to update your air information in your registration. Please note:
Neither Conservancy Travel nor CTS are responsible for air schedule
changes, seat changes, cancellations or delays made by the airline.

Step Four
All Tour Participants are required to obtain comprehensive travel

insurance that includes, at a minimum, coverage for trip cancellation,
interruption, delay, and medical emergencies. Proof of adequate
travel insurance coverage must be submitted to Shedd Aquarium

no later than the final payment deadline. Acceptable proof includes
either (1) a Certificate of Insurance issued by the insurer or (2) a
summary of benefits clearly indicating the policyholder’s name,
covered travel dates, and confirmation of the covered benefits.

You may purchase insurance from any licensed provider. Conservancy
Travel strongly encourages the purchase of a Cancel For Any Reason
(CFAR) policy to maximize protection against unforeseen disrup-
tions. CFAR coverage typically must be purchased shortly after

the initial deposit (usually within 14 to 21 days) and may be the only
means of reimbursement in the event of cancellation due to a Force
Majeure event.

Conservancy Travel Tour Protection Plan

https://my.travelinsure.com/conservancytravel/?p=50047

Step Five
Be sure to add any optional purchases in your online registration, at

least two weeks in advance of the final payment deadline.

Pre-Departure Information for your trip will be available to download
from the My Account portal, approximately six months prior to the
trip departure date.



For More Information and Registration Assistance
Email: contact(@conservancytravel.org
Telephone: 334-770-1700, M-F 9am - 5pm C.S.T

US Department of the Treasury OFAC Regulations for US Citizen Travel to Cuba
Time spent on land in Camagliey, and on the Havana Extension is legal travel for US Citizens under the OFAC General License

Support For the Cuban People (31 CFR § 515.574).

The Dive program aboard the ship is a Sustainable Marine Conservation Humanitarian Project, operated as legal travel for
US Citizens under the OFAC General License for Humanitarian Projects (31 CFR § 515.575).



